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MAKING CHANGE HAPPEN
An introduction to local businesses and organisations making a difference
in Dún Laoghaire Rathdown
Welcome to Southside Partnership DLR’s introduction to the community led businesses, charities and
projects who are Making Change Happen in Dún Laoghaire Rathdown.
In Dún Laoghaire Rathdown we have many social challenges, and the organisations in Making Change
Happen are all working to make a positive difference to the lives of people within our communities.
Consumers today are becoming more and more conscious of where and how they buy, preferring to buy
locally and from somewhere that has a social conscience. Making Change Happen features examples of
social enterprises, trading charities and community organisations – from transport to media, sports to
cafés.
With over 20 years experience working with groups and individuals, Southside Partnership DLR offers
specialised support services to non-profits, community enterprises, socially driven enterprises, and
trading charities. We are committed to working with founders / owners to develop their capacity to start
and grow ideas and projects. We have the expertise and experience and if you are developing, or running,
an enterprise that will have a social impact, contact us to find out more about our mentoring, workshop,
and networking supports.
What is the difference between a social enterprise, a trading charity, and a community group?
Social Enterprise
A social enterprise is a business that tackles social and environmental issues. It creates jobs and generates
income like other businesses but, instead of channelling profits to its owners, it reinvests them to support
their social mission. In doing so, they improve people’s lives in our communities. A social enterprise fits
neatly between charities and commercial businesses, it is what they do with their profits, plus their social
objectives, that determine whether or not it is a social enterprise.
Social enterprises employ over 25,000 people in Ireland, contributing €1.4 billion to the economy. With the
social enterprise sector due to expand, with additional government and local supports being put in place,
social enterprises in Dún Laoghaire Rathdown are poised to make an even bigger difference.
Charities
Many charities now have an element of trading (charging for products and services). Their mission is in line
with their charitable status, and creating a form of steady income allows them to fulfil their objectives –
the reason why the charity started and exists today.
Community Groups
A community group provides services within their local community. While they may charge for some
services, their core funding comes from government and local authority sources.
For further information or if you are an organisation that is up and running, let us know so that we can include you in future
editions contact: Helena O’Neill, Social Enterprise Officer, Southside Partnership DLR.
T: (01) 70 60 100 or Email: helena.oneill@sspship.ie
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Accessible Community
Transport Southside
ACTS provides a flexible, customer focused, accessible and affordable transport service for individuals with
disabilities and people with mobility difficulties across the south and west of Dublin.
ACTS Community Transport sees the issue of the need for accessible door to door transport for people with
disabilities and people with limited mobility as one of Social Inclusion for vulnerable and isolated individuals
and disadvantaged groups in our society.
At present, they operate a fleet of 10 accessible minibuses, nine of which have capacity for up to 3
wheelchairs and 4 walk on passengers at a time, and a large 15 seater accessible Volkswagen Crafter minibus
for group runs.
Currently they receive operational funding assistance from the Community Services Programme (CSP)
administered by Pobal on behalf of the Department of Rural and Community Development.
This transport service to people with disabilities and people with limited mobility started in February 2002
with the support of the FÁS Social Economy programme that in turn was handed over to Pobal Community
Services Programme on the 1st January 2006.
The assistance they receive is principally in the form of a wages grant towards the employment of office staff
and drivers. Staff wages are topped up by ACTS Community Transport.
They are highly dependant on this annual CSP grant allocation to meet their running costs and on the
contribution fares received from their members who book and use the service.

ACTS Community Transport
Unit 9A
Nutgrove Enterprise Centre
Nutgrove Way
Rathfarnham
Dublin 14
Tel:

01 292 1574

Email:

info@actsltd.ie

Website: www.actsltd.ie
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Enabling people to make better food choices

Airfield Estate is a charitable trust, set over a 38 acre working farm in the
heart of Dundrum. Incorporating organic food and ornamental gardens,
an interactive heritage experience, a restaurant which offers a true ’farm
to fork’ experience, a children’s ‘nature scape’ play area alongside
multifunctional event and educational spaces all set in a beautiful natural
environment.

The mission is to inspire and enable people to make better food choices;
better for people, planet and pocket. This is reflected in the annual fun
filled family events and education classes celebrating food, farming and
the natural world.

Airfield Estate

Open 7 days a week from 9.30 am

Overend Way
Dundrum
Dublin 14
D14 EE77
Tel:

01 969 6666

Email:

hello@airfield.ie

Website: www.airfield.ie
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Cycling Without Age
Cycling Without Age is a movement started in 2012 by Ole Kassow. Ole wanted to help the elderly get back on
their bicycles, but he had to find a solution to their limited mobility. The answer was a trishaw and he started
offering free bike rides to the local nursing home residents.
He then got in touch with a civil society consultant from the City of Copenhagen, Dorthe Pedersen (now
Cycling Without Age), who was intrigued by the idea and together they bought the first 5 trishaws and
launched Cycling Without Age, which has now spread to all corners of Denmark, and since 2015 to another 30
countries around the world.

Clara Clark & Charles Mollan brought the first trishaws to Blackrock,
Dublin in March 2017.
“Getting started with a Cycling Without Age chapter is an amazing
experience. Nothing beats witnessing the joy of the elderly, pilots and
personnel interact on and around the trishaw and seeing the smiles of
passengers coming back from their first ride with the wind in their hair,
rosy cheeks and full of stories. We love to experience the movement of
Cycling Without Age spreading all over the world and always welcome
more to join.”
The first bicycle to be used is an adult-carrying Danish-made Trio Bike. It’s
a three-wheeled cargo bicycle with two adults seats at the front and the
saddle and handle bars behind them.
Want to start in Ireland?
Cycling Without Age
Email:

clara@cyclingwithoutage.ie

Website: www.cyclingwithoutage.ie
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Dalkey Castle & Heritage Centre
At Dalkey Castle, 21st century technology meets 15th century living history, the best of both worlds!
Dalkey Castle & Heritage Centre incorporates the castle/fortified town house, an early Christian church, a
graveyard and a modern Heritage Centre in the beautiful heritage town of Dalkey.
The visit is by guided tour only. Every guided tour has a live theatre performance which brings the history to
colourful life. Actors from Deilg Inis Theatre Company involve the visitor in their lives and stories. Deilg Inis
Living History Theatre Company is engaged annually at Dalkey Castle to provide the guided tour. The company
is directed and led by the Manager, Mr Shay Linehan.
The Heritage Centre leads internally to a Writers’ Gallery, interactive screens with chronological time lines,
scaled models and a stunning vista onto the early Christian Church. Externally, the centre leads to St Begnet’s
Church & Graveyard.
A dedicated team of tour guides and volunteers ensure the successful running of the Living History Tours and
Guided Walks and any other events at Dalkey Castle & Heritage Centre.
Community Employment and TÚS provide personnel who are trained professionally in-house as tour guides.

Explore the area’s literary and creative connections in the Writers’ Gallery and marvel at over forty writers and
creative artists from Joyce to Bono, Beckett to Maeve Binchy on portraits and interactive panels.
There is an enlightening wall-mounted Writers’ Trail Map with site specific quotes from Samuel Beckett on Dún
Laoghaire Pier; James Joyce on Clifton School, Dalkey Avenue; George Bernard Shaw on Torca Cottage; Hugh
Leonard on the Bandstand in Sorrento Park and Flann O’Brien on the Vico Road.

Dalkey Castle & Heritage Centre
Castle Street
Dalkey
County Dublin
Ireland
Email:

info@dalkeycastle.com

Phone:

01 285 8366

Website: www.dalkeycastle.com
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Dublin South FM
Dublin South Community Radio, 93.9 is a non-profit, non-commercial entity operating under the auspices of
the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (BAI). With funding from POBAL they provide a community
communication platform accessible to all groups and individuals who have the democratic benefit of the
community at heart.
Dublin South FM embraces the AMARC Charters recognition that community radio is an ideal means of
fostering freedom of expression and information, the development of culture, the freedom to form and
confront opinions and active participation in local life: noting that different cultures and traditions lead to
diversity of forms of community radio: the AMARC Charter identifies objectives which community radio
stations world wide share and should strive to achieve.

Dublin South FM is the licensed Community Radio
Station for South Dublin. Their catchment area
comprises Dundrum, Churchtown, Rathfarnham,
Ballinteer, Kilmacud, Goatstown, Stillorgan, Windy
Arbour, Milltown, Mount Merrion and Sandyford.
They are a community project run by volunteers with
the support of some permanent full time staff.

You can pick them up on 93.9 FM between 11am to
11pm everyday, You can also reach them via internet
streaming on www.dublinsouthfm.ie or by using the
TuneIn radio app on your smartphone.

Dublin South FM
Level 5
Dundrum Town Centre
Dublin 16
txt: 087 939 2000
t: 01 960 939
e: info@dublinsouthfm.ie
W: www.dublinsouthfm.ie
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Festina Lente
Festina Lente is a registered Irish Charity currently based in Bray, Co Wicklow and provides a unique range
of equestrian and horticultural activities, training, recreational events and employment services options
for everyone, with a strong emphasis on social inclusion, choice and personal development in their
Equestrian Centre, Equine Assisted Programmes, Victorian Walled Gardens, Adult Day Service and QQI
Courses.
Festina Lente offers a variety of public services and facilities for everyone to enjoy on their campus in Bray –
an equestrian centre offering horse riding lessons & pony camps, vaulting and equine assisted learning
programmes like therapeutic riding lessons, a beautifully restored Victorian walled garden where they host
lots of fun seasonal family and events and children’s workshops and birthday parties, a garden centre,
gardening courses and social & therapeutic horticulture practitioner courses, so why not pop along for a
visit! All events and courses are listed on their website.
Festina Lente Equestrian Centre offers equine centred activities to people of all ages, backgrounds, learning
abilities and interests. Whether you are a complete beginner or an experienced rider Festina Lente
Equestrian Centre has something for everybody. Festina Lente Equestrian Centre provides an inclusive
environment which fosters each person’s learning and well-being in a supportive, nurturing and fun manner.
The Festina Lente Walled Victorian Gardens have been loving restored by Festina Lente to their original
Victorian design and plans surrounded by the original walls built in the 1780’s. It is one of the largest
working Victorian Walled Garden in Ireland and contains many beautiful features and stunning fauna and
flora and is open to the public all year with no admission fee.
Festina Lente is a QQI course provider offering two courses in Level 4 Horsemanship & Level 3 General
Learning for school leavers with intellectual disabilities. In addition, we also provide two equestrian coaching
courses in Level 6 Therapeutic Riding Coach Certification and Level 6 Equine Assisted Learning & Workplace
Coaching for adults who would like to offer Therapeutic Riding Lessons or Equine Assisted Learning Sessions
to clients.
Saol Anois is their day service to meet the support needs of adults with intellectual disabilities where users
have the opportunity to access a range of integrated developmental and leisure opportunities.
Festina Lente was founded in 1988 with the aim, through social and economic inclusion, to support those
most at risk. Festina Lente aims to create a welcoming environment where they can deliver the very best,
training, recreational events and employment services tailored to an individual’s needs in order to support
them to achieve their full personal and vocational potential. Festina Lente is open to everyone and we
welcome - without exception - each person who comes to us treating everyone with dignity irrespective of
their background or abilities. We strive to ensure that the services provided meet the highest international
standards. Horses are key to our success and their well-being is a priority
to all staff both during and after their working lives.
Festina Lente
Old Connaught Ave,
Old Connaught,
Bray, Co. Wicklow
Tel: (01) 2720704/06
Email: info@festinalente.ie
Website: www.festinalente.ie
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Mounttown Community Facility
The Mounttown Community Facility is now in its ninth year of operation.
The number of people and groups using their facility is over 170,000 a
year.
Their objective is to promote and operate the community facility for the
community of Mounttown, Sallynoggin, Glenageary, Dún Laoghaire and
Monkstown area with a view to promoting the economic, social and
cultural welfare of that area. To provide affordable accommodation for
public and private meetings, exhibitions, sporting events, lectures,
dances, clubs, counselling, training, recreational activities for the local
community and disadvantaged and special needs groups.
Activities include Boxing, Bridge, Irish Dancing, Hip Hop Dancing, Music lessons, Computer Training, Youth
Activities, Age Action, Yoga, Martial Arts Fight Club, Play & Music for toddlers, Chess, Bonsai Trees, among
others.
The Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection provides the facility with a support team of
caretakers, catering assistants and receptionists through their Community Employment Schemes.
The Facility is open:
Monday - Thursday 9am-9pm and Friday 9am– 7pm; Saturday and Sunday 9am-1pm.

Funding was provided by the following agencies to enable the building of the facility:

Department of Environment, Heritage & Local 
Government



Department of Justice & Law Reform



Department of Tourism, Culture & Sport

Department of Heath & Children



Young person's Facilities & Services Fund



National Lottery - Dormant Accounts.



Dún-Laoghaire Rathdown County Council

Mounttown Community Facility
Fitzgerald Park, Monkstown, Dublin
Tel: 01 6636 131
Fax: 01 6636 131
Email:
lorrainedoyle@mounttowncommunity.ie
Website:
www.mounttowncommunity.ie
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Shanganagh Park House
Shanganagh Park House Childcare Services are open 48 weeks a year offering all
government childcare supports.
Garden Room Crèche & Caterpillar Crèche: Their two crèches care for twenty eight
children aged 2 - 3 years. All their core childcare staff are FETAC level 6 qualified. The
children follow a curriculum which includes choice time, art, baking, table top activities,
dress up (role play) and outdoor play everyday.
Little Acorn’s Playschool & Butterfly Playschool : Their two playschools care for twenty
eight children aged 3-5 years.
After School Childcare: As part of Shanganagh Park House Childcare Service, they offer after school childcare to
children attending Scoil Mhuire. Children are collected by childcare staff from school at 1.30 and 2.30 and accompanied
to Shanganagh Park House. The children have a hot snack, do homework, arts and crafts and games. Shanganagh Park
House Childcare Service prides itself on being a happy, warm friendly environment for all children.
Shanganagh Park House Summer Project: They provide a four week summer project starting in July, with trips to Clara
Lara, Causey Farm, Fort Lucan, Tayto Park, The Zoo, Hidden Valley, Build a Bear, Pirates Cove, Rathbeggan Adventure
and the Children Awards. In 2018 they had over a hundred children who enjoyed all these fantastic trips.
Family Community Day: Their family community day is held in July with bouncy castles, go-karts, music and of course
their now famous children’s Shanganagh Got Talent competition. This day is a great community day for all their
residents and friends.
Youth Project: For timetable and information call Natasha (086 466 9751), Tara (087 780 5861), or Dave (085 720 4732)
Adult Education : DDLETB runs two VTOS courses: Start Your Own Business and IT computer course. For more
Information contact Bernardine (01 272 0255)
Meeting Rooms: They have meeting and training rooms to rent at a very reasonable cost for community groups.
Children’s Judo and Dancing classes are available. For more information call 01 282 7694
In 2017 Shanganagh Park House Management Committee was asked to run Stonebridge Community Centre. The
committee, with years of experience, was delighted to take on this new centre.
Stonebridge Community Facility: Neverland Playschool for children ages 2years 6 months to five years. ABA Preschool
Academy for children with Autism, Asperger’s Disorder, Pervasive Development Disorder, Not Otherwise Specified
(PDD.NOW) Traumatic Brain Injury, Communication Difficulties. Classes in Irish Dancing, Yoga & Pilates.
For more information drop in to Shanganagh Park House or Stonebridge Community Facility, or phone: 01 282 4355

Shanganagh Park House
Rathsallagh Avenue, Shankill, Co. Dublin
Tel: 01 2827694
Email: annemariesph@gmail.com
Website: www.shanganaghparkhouse.ie
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St Joseph’s Boys AFC
St Joseph’s Boys AFC is a schoolboy/girl football club based in Sallynoggin. The club was founded in 1953 by
Fr. Frank McCabe and Brendon Harmon to provide youth services through football for children in the greater
Dún Laoghaire area. St Joseph’s has always been a progressive club and it opened its clubhouse, dressing
rooms and showers in 1964.

The seven pitches are maintained full time by facility
staff who do a wonderful job all year round to provide
one of the best playing surfaces not only in the DDSL
but in the whole country.
In 2002 the new club house was built which changed
the face of the club. This facility houses 10 dressing
rooms an indoor hall, shower areas, a new lounge
area with a balcony view over our two main pitches
an indoor warm up area, meeting rooms and class
rooms. Since then the club has kicked on dramatically
and in 2011 new away dressing rooms where built
which brought the tally to 24.
In 2010 the installation of three training astro pitches was finished. It marked a new chapter within the club
with the ability to train in all-weather conditions and practice their fundamental skills and playing methods
on the best surface available. When not used by Joey’s these pitches serve as an excellent social outlet for
local kids who can come and play on the pitches at most times during the day.
In 2012, Café 53 was built and has continued to attract people from the local area and from within the club
on a daily basis. Café 53 is open every evening during the season – and it’s a great place for parents to have a
coffee and chat about things while waiting to pick-up their children.
They now have a Club shop where all sports gear with Joeys crest is available for purchase. The shop is open
evenings till 9.00pm.

St Joseph’s Boys AFC
Pearse Park
Sallynoggin
Co Dublin
Tel:
01 235 1510
Email:
admin@joeys.ie
Website: www.joeys.ie
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Support Organisations

Social Entrepreneurs Ireland (SEI) is an Irish not-for-profit organisation that supports people with new solutions
to Ireland’s biggest social problems. SEI helps these individuals to increase their impact by providing significant
funding alongside in-depth technical and practical support.
Over the last 13 years, SEI has supported 211 social entrepreneurs, and this year’s funding will bring the total
support to over €6.77 million, in addition to providing significant additional support. These projects have in turn
directly impacted 1.7 million people all over Ireland, creating over 1,345 employment opportunities in the
process.
Successful applicants to SEI’s annual Awards Programme receive funding, as well as technical and practical
supports delivered by the Social Entrepreneurs Ireland team and network of supporters. Participants of The
Academy for Social Entrepreneurs are supported to develop their idea for social change and take the first steps
in putting it into action.
For more information please visit www.socialentrepreneurs.ie

Community Finance (Ireland), formerly UCIT (Ireland), is a Charity which provides loans exclusively to other third
sector organisations such as community groups, charities, sports clubs and social enterprises in the Republic of
Ireland. Since 2001, as part of the UCIT Group, they have committed in excess of €90 million to over 500
organisations.
Community Finance (Ireland) was established in response to decreasing grant support from government and the
difficulties experienced by community organisations in accessing commercial loan facilities.
In 2007 Community Finance (Ireland) received accreditation from the Social Finance Foundation, Dublin, to
enable the organisation to access a multi-million fund for investment throughout the Republic.
As a registered charity, all profits generated by Community Finance (Ireland) are retained and recycled for
reinvestment into the third sector.
For more information please visit www.communityfinance.ie
13

Clann Credo has launched a €50 million Community Impact Loan Fund to
mark 20 years of lending to community projects.
As well as affordable interest and repayment rates, there are extra benefits
included. Community and voluntary organisations, charitable groups and
sports clubs have big ideas of how to transform their communities, but finance can be an obstacle to making this happen. Clann Credo’s aim is to ensure that any group who could avail of Community Loan Finance knows how
Clann Credo can help them and that finance should not be an obstacle to
them.
Between 2007 and 2013 Clann Credo provided over €34m to 319 LEADER projects, creating, sustaining, and
supporting almost 3,000 jobs.
For more information please visit www.clanncredo.ie

The Wheel is Ireland’s national association of community and voluntary organisations, charities, and social
enterprises. They are a registered charity in Ireland and are unique in their role as a ’one-stop-shop’ for
anything related to the charity and non-profit sectors.
Their vision is of an Ireland where there is a shared idea of, and commitment to realising, a fair and just society;
and where the role and contribution of the community and voluntary sector in doing this is valued and
understood.
For more information please visit www.wheel.ie
Irish Social Enterprise Network wants to be an indispensable resource
to everyone in Ireland that’s interested in social enterprise, whether
they’re studying in the area or thinking about setting up a social
enterprise or if they’re already managing or working in a social
enterprise. They are working to make the social enterprise sector
more visible than it currently is and they point people to the
relevant resources, supports and information they need. So what do
they do? Here are some of the activities and services that they deliver
– often with partner agencies.
Events

They hold events where social enterprises can meet each other and share knowledge and ideas.

Training

They share information on training and education opportunities from a range of sources and
they plan to organise training opportunities for social enterprises.

Promotion

They provide a space where social enterprises can tell their stories and highlight their successes.

Discussion

They want to encourage debate on issues of relevance to social enterprises. They feature blog
posts from and about people in the social enterprise sector who want their voices heard and
stories told.

For more information please visit www.socent.ie
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Support Organisations
Social Innovation Fund Ireland (SIFI) was created by Government to
fill the gap on funding innovation in the non-profit sector. Just as
innovation is important to economic growth, SIFI believes that
innovation is critical to solving Ireland’s social problems.
SIFI provides cash grants and business supports to non-profit
organisations so they can scale up, reach as many people as
possible and have a widespread impact on critical social problems
such as unemployment, poverty, and health.
Every Euro raised is matched by a Euro from the Department of
Rural and Community Development via the Dormant Accounts
Fund.
In 2013, the Government set a target for Social Innovation Fund Ireland to raise over €5 million in philanthropic
funding. We’re delighted to have exceeded that target, by raising over €6 million. And we’re just getting
started! The Programme for Government has committed to increasing the scale of SIFI matched funding to €50
million, creating a potential €100 million fund for social innovation. This has the potential to be transformative
for Ireland.
For more information please visit www.socialinnovation.ie
Young Social Innovators (YSI) promotes education for
social innovation.
YSI wants to give everybody an opportunity to use their
creativity to respond to social issues and contribute to
building a fairer, more caring and equal society.
Everything they have ever created has been designed
with this purpose.
To achieve this, YSI empowers and supports young people to realise their potential as social innovators, giving
them the skills and confidence to tackle the social issues facing them, their communities and wider society. Social
innovation learning builds wellbeing amongst young people and communities and helps build a more inclusive,
empathetic, fair society. Young Social Innovators believe that social innovation is a powerful thing.
Young Social Innovators fires young people’s passion to change the world for good!
For more information please visit www.youngsocialinnovators.ie

Disclaimer : The contents of these pages are provided as an information guide only. While every effort is made in preparing material for publication, no
responsibility is accepted by or on behalf of Southside Partnership DLR, for any errors, omissions or misleading statements on these pages or any site to which
these pages refer. Although every effort is made to ensure the reliability of listed providers and websites this cannot be taken as an endorsement of their
products, work or websites.
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Ashoka Ireland’s purpose is to help innovative social entrepreneurs make Ireland
better for everyone by tackling the biggest social challenges. They do this by:
Selecting the very best social entrepreneurs and welcoming them as Ashoka
Fellows into the global Fellowship.
Supporting them with finance, access to professional services and a network of
business leaders, entrepreneurs and partners who are committed to supporting
them in building a sustainable and impactful organisation.
Scaling their models locally, nationally and globally by providing knowledge, best
practices and global networks
For more information please visit www.ireland.ashoka.org/work

ChangeX is a platform of proven ideas for anyone who
wants to strengthen their community. ChangeX allows
you to discover proven ideas and provides all the
information and support you need to get these ideas
up and running in your local community. They make it
easy for you! They help you to start any of the proven
innovations from the ChangeX network and make sure
you won't be left alone doing it.
They guide you through the process, connect you with a "change buddy", someone who has set up the same idea
before, and provide you with a mini-website that allows you to build your team, create events and will soon
provide fundraising functionality and more. With ChangeX, a whole network of people who care about their
community stand by your side.
For more information please visit www.changex.org/ie
Carmichael is a leading specialist training
and support body for non-profits in Ireland.
With over 25 years’ experience based on a
foundation of 48 resident organisations
they provide expert guidance to non-profits
to support them to become more effective
and impactful at what they do. Carmichael
believes good governance is the beating
heart of a healthy non-profit sector.
Their Mission: To successfully support non-profits nationwide as they navigate their unique journey. Through our
deep understanding and sector expertise, we support non-profit organisations to become more effective on their
often complicated and challenging journey to success.
For more information please visit www.carmichaelcentre.ie
Disclaimer : The contents of these pages are provided as an information guide only. While every effort is made in preparing material for publication, no
responsibility is accepted by or on behalf of Southside Partnership DLR, for any errors, omissions or misleading statements on these pages or any site to which
these pages refer. Although every effort is made to ensure the reliability of listed providers and websites this cannot be taken as an endorsement of their
products, work or websites.
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